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Dear Peter, 
Dear Claudia, 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
 

I first would like to warmly thank Peter Altmaier and all the founders members for the work that has been 
accomplished on the GAIA-X project and their never-failing involvement. I also thank the European 
Commission, in particular Commissioner Breton, for their meaningful efforts to develop GAIA-X and the 
Cloud Alliance. 

 

The progress this initiative has made since its creation less than two years ago demonstrates, once 
again, Europe's ability to produce concrete solutions when it has a common vision.  

 

The GAIA-X project is the first step towards a European cloud infrastructure, respectful of European 
values and practices based on four pillars: openness, interoperability, transparency and trust. It 
materializes our ambition in terms of data and cloud sovereignty. Data sharing is key to develop 
innovation in the industry. The more there are companies onboard, the more efficient this initiative will 
be. We have now more than 175 members, both cloud solution providers and users, gathered under the 
same banner. We can only encourage more European companies to join. 

 

I am also pleased to see the creation of national hubs in Germany and France, but also in Belgium, 
Netherlands, Slovenia, Luxembourg, Sweden, Finland and Italy. In fact, GAIA-X cannot be reduced as 
a Franco-Germany project. It has elevated itself to become a truly European initiative. I call on interested 
Member States to continue to join in.  

 

At the French level, the hub will be driven by the CIGREF [association of more than one hundred large 
French companies whose mission is to promote the use of technology] whom I thank for their investment 
and commitment towards digital sovereignty. Their work is directed towards structuring dataspaces in 
finance, energy, industry 4.0, mobility, health and education.   
 

Lastly, to support this initiative at the GAIA-X association level, France will fund alongside Germany the 
launch of a key component in this project: the GAIA-X platform. This platform will serve as the backbone 
for the development of federated services and data sharing tools, which will then allow Cloud providers 
to propose Cloud solutions, and users to implement dataspaces. 
 

Although I am delighted with today's success, I believe we must increase our efforts towards 
strengthening the sovereignty of our infrastructures and technology. Those efforts towards sovereign 
technology should be stepped at an EU level.  

 

I therefore call on the European Commission and my European partners to drawn upon the GAIA-X 
initiative to launch a truly Cloud IPCEI, as announced by President Von der Leyen, President Macron 
and Chancellor Merkel on 13 October. It will play a key role ensuring that European companies and 
administrations have access to a sovereign Cloud solution.  

 

 


