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A Word from the Ministers  

“The COVID-19 crisis has made it blatantly clear that the European 
Union needs to defend its healthcare sovereignty. Now more than 
ever we must ensure that our capacity to produce and innovate 
flourishes on European soil. Now more than ever we must promote 
our healthcare industries as well as cooperation between Member 
States, while continuing to work to better meet our citizens’ 
healthcare needs. Now more than ever healthcare is an integral 
part of the EU’s strategy.” 

 
Olivier Véran, Minister for Solidarity and Health 

  
  
 
 
 
  
“The healthcare industry is a central component of the European 
strategic autonomy we are seeking. The unprecedented crisis we 
have been facing has highlighted our industrial vulnerabilities, 
especially in this critical sector. The France Relance recovery plan 
has enabled major supply chain relocation efforts in France, which 
are set to continue under the France 2030 investment plan. The 
conference taking place today should help us replicate these 
same goals at EU level and coordinate our work on building up the 
European healthcare sector, making collective investments to find 
treatments for rare diseases, developing cell and gene therapies, 
and increasing our production capabilities. On this front, I 
welcome the signing of a manifesto regarding the launch of an 
Important Project of Common European Interest on Health.” 

  
Agnès Pannier-Runacher, Minister Delegate for Industry 

  

Olivier Véran, 

Minister for 

Solidarity and 

Health 

 

Agnès Pannier-

Runacher, Minister 

Delegate for 

Industry 
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Introduction 

The French Presidency of the Council of the European 

Union 

 

On 1 January 2022, for the first time in 14 years, France took over the Presidency of the Council 

of the European Union (EU). How does the Council of the EU work and what will France’s role 

be? 

 

What does the Presidency of the Council of the European Union 

involve? 

A rotating Presidency 

Each Member State holds the presidency of the Council of the European Union for six months 

on a rotating basis. France is holding the Presidency of the Council of the EU from 1 January 

to 30 June 2022. The Presidency of the Council organises meetings, brokers compromises, 

submits conclusions and ensures the coherency and continuity of the decision-making 

process. It ensures good cooperation between all Member States and acts as a liaison 

between the Council and the European institutions, in particular the Commission and the 

European Parliament. 

What is the Council of the European Union? 

The Council of the European Union, also called the Council of Ministers, or simply the Council, 

brings together the ministers of the EU Member States who meet in configurations by sector 

of activity. It serves as the co-legislator of the European Union, along with the European 

Parliament. 

 

Concretely, ministers chair ten sectors or configurations of the Council of the EU: general 

affairs, economic and financial affairs, justice and home affairs, employment, social policy, 

health and consumer protection policy; competitiveness (internal market, industry, 

research and space); transport, telecommunications and energy; agriculture and fisheries; 

environment; education, youth, culture and sport; trade. Exceptionally, the Foreign Affairs 

Council is chaired by the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security 

Policy, currently Mr Josep Borrell. 

 

The Council also has budgetary powers; it adopts and amends the European budget with the 

Parliament. Lastly, the Council adopts certain decisions as well as non-binding 

recommendations, concludes international agreements on behalf of the EU, and appoints 

members of certain institutions such as the European Court of Auditors, the European 

Economic and Social Committee and the European Committee of the Regions. The Council’s 

deliberations and votes on legislative texts are public. 
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What is the framework for the French Presidency of the Council of 
the European Union? 

The PFUE follows the main policy lines that President Macron set out in his speech for a 

sovereign, united and democratic Europe on 26 September 2017 at the Sorbonne. For the 

past four years, President Macron and the Government have been working to build genuine 

European sovereignty, meaning Europe’s ability to exist in the world and to defend our values 

and interests. The French Presidency of the Council of the European Union will continue this 

work for a more inclusive, sovereign and democratic Europe. 

The PFUE coordinates within the trio presidency programme, with which France aligns its 

action. This system, which has existed since 2009, sets long-term goals and defines the main 

topics to be addressed over a period of 18 months. After the Slovenian Presidency, France 

will begin a new cycle and will work as a trio with the Czech Republic in the second half of 

2022 and Sweden in the first half of 2023. 

 

Nearly 400 events 

A total of nearly 400 events planned in France and the EU will punctuate the Presidency: 

political meetings, a cultural programme and citizen events open to everyone. 

 

➔ Find all information about the French Presidency of the Council of the European 

Union on the Presidency’s official website and social media: 

 - Website: www.europe2022.fr  

- Facebook 

- Instagram  

- LinkedIn  

- Twitter 

- YouTube  

- Flickr  

 

 

The Council of the European Union should not be confused with 

• The European Council, which brings together Heads of State and Government of 

Member States and defines the overall political direction and priorities of the 

European Union. Its current President is Charles Michel. 

 

• The Council of Europe, which is an intergovernmental organisation made up of 47 

Member States. Founded in 1949, the Council of Europe promotes human rights, 

democracy and the rule of law. Its seat is in Strasbourg and its Secretary-General is 

Marija Pejčinović Burić. 

 

For more information: 

- www.touteleurope.eu 

- www.consilium.europa.eu/en/council-eu/ 

  

http://www.europe2022.fr/
https://www.facebook.com/Europe2022FR
https://www.instagram.com/europe2022fr/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/europe2022fr/
https://twitter.com/Europe2022FR
https://www.youtube.com/c/francediplomatie
https://www.flickr.com/photos/francediplomatie/albums/
http://www.touteleurope.eu/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/council-eu/
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Background and Scope of Issues 

The COVID-19 crisis has raised a number of important questions regarding healthcare 

sovereignty: What are the healthcare challenges of tomorrow and how can we meet them? 

How can Europe innovate? How can the development of local manufacturing facilitate access 

to healthcare products? 

For the French Presidency of the Council of the European Union, building a more innovative 

and sovereign European healthcare sector is a top priority. Agnès Pannier-Runacher, Minister 

Delegate for Industry, and Olivier Véran, Minister for Solidarity and Health, will be hosting a 

conference focused on the above questions, entitled “Towards an independent, competitive 

and innovative European healthcare sector”, on 3 March 2022 in Paris. It will feature Thierry 

Breton, European Commissioner for the Internal Market, and Stella Kyriakides, European 

Commissioner for Health and Food Safety, along with various European Ministers and senior 

representatives from the healthcare industry. 

Thanks to significant investments in R&D, the healthcare industry is one of the most 

innovative sectors. Revolutionary advances in genomics and personalised medicine, artificial 

intelligence and biotechnology are set to transform the future of medical care and the way 

our healthcare systems are structured. Europe, which already has a strong export industry, 

must accordingly prepare for these shifts and support European business ventures in these 

new fields. 

The COVID-19 crisis has made this need all the more pressing, throwing into relief the risks 

and shortcomings of global value chains, but also the priority actions that must be taken to 

make our healthcare industries more independent at EU level. The European Commission’s 

work on the European industrial strategy highlights the sheer scale of the task we face when 

it comes to expanding key industrial ecosystems. 

Without a common approach and shared strategy for securing its medical supply chains and 

making monumental long-term investments in innovation, Europe’s healthcare industry will 

not be able to grow, transform or respond effectively to future crises. But the industry cannot 

just take into account economic considerations; it must also factor in public health needs to 

ensure that patients have equitable access to healthcare services and are the ultimate 

beneficiaries of innovation. 

Against this backdrop, the conference “Towards an independent, competitive and innovative 

European healthcare sector”, hosted at PariSanté Campus, will examine the resources that 

can be marshalled and the next steps to take to help the European Union (EU) strengthen the 

resilience and strategic autonomy of its healthcare industry.  

During this conference, leading panellists from the public and private sectors will discuss what 

needs to be done to ensure the independence and competitiveness of the EU healthcare 

industry. Stakeholders from the medical field will provide greater insight into the challenges 

the industry faces. They will cover such ground as the expansion of pan-European initiatives, 

e.g. the IPCEI on Health, and the importance of anticipating future crises through the newly 

established European Health Emergency Preparedness and Response Authority (HERA). This 

conference will attempt to provide some answers to the following question: From spurring 

innovation to developing production, what steps can Europe take to ensure its healthcare 

sovereignty? 

 

PariSanté Campus, a digital healthcare research centre which opened its doors in December 

2021, is located in the 15th arrondissement of Paris. The conference will be broadcast live on 

social media and on the website of the Ministry for the Economy, Finance and the Recovery.   
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Conference Agenda 

Conference facilitator: Anette Burgdorf 

9am – 9.45am Opening address 

Agnès Pannier-Runacher,  
Minister Delegate for Industry 
 
Thierry Breton,  
European Commissioner for the Internal Market 
 
Signing of the Manifesto for the IPCEI on Health 

9.45am – 11am First roundtable 
“Medical supply shortages during the COVID-19 crisis: What 
priorities will ensure our healthcare sovereignty?” 

Keynote speech 
Minister from a Member State/signatory to the Manifesto 
 
Panel 
Véronique Trillet-Lenoir, member of European Parliament 
Sean Marett, Chief Business and Chief Commercial Officer, 
BioNTech 
Karl Rotthier, CEO, EUROAPI  
Pierre Delsaux, Director-General, HERA 

11am – 11.15am Coffee break 

11.15am – 12.30pm Second roundtable 
“Strategic ambitions and a European vision: The keys to 
building an industrial policy for healthcare” 

Keynote speech 
Minister from a Member State/signatory to the Manifesto 
 
Panel 
Nathalie Moll, Director General, EFPIA 
Iordanis Arzimanoglou, Programme Manager, Health and 
Biotechnology, EIC 
Dolors Montserrat, MEP 
Rafaèle Tordjman, Founder & CEO, Jeito Capital 

12.30pm – 12.45pm Morning closing address 

Stella Kyriakides,  
European Commissioner for Health and Food Safety 
 
Olivier Véran,  
Minister for Solidarity and Health 
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12.45pm – 1pm Press conference 

1pm – 2.00pm Lunch break 

2pm – 4.30pm “Exploring perspectives” session 
 
“Building bridges between industrial players and start-ups: 
The challenge of intellectual property” 
Xavier Apolinarski, SATT Paris-Saclay 
Mikael Contrastin, Vice-President Strategy & Engineering at 
EG427 
 
“Greening healthcare: A drag on performance or a boon for 
supply chain relocation?” 
Sébastien Taillemite, Ecovamed 
Carole Manducher, AstraZeneca 
 
 

3pm – 3.15pm Coffee and networking break 
 
“Innovation in bioproduction: The answer for more 
competitive biotech firms?” 
Nadège Nief, CEA 
Jacques Volckmann, Sanofi 
Franck Mouthon, France Biotech 
 
“E-health and innovative medtech firms: The stakes of 
managing health data” 
Stéphanie Combes, Health Data Hub 
Bernard Hamelin, co-founder of Euresis Partners 

2PM – 4.30PM SIDE EVENT   

 Healthcare start-up demo booths 

4.30pm – 4.45pm Conference closing address 

Thomas Courbe, Director General for Enterprise, Ministry 
for the Economy, Finance and the Recovery 
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Speakers 

• Xavier Apolinarski, SATT Paris-Saclay 

• Iordanis Arzimanoglou, Programme Manager, Health and Biotechnology, EIC 

• Thierry Breton, European Commissioner for the Internal Market 

• Stéphanie Combes, Health Data Hub 

• Mikael Contrastin, Vice-President Strategy & Engineering at EG427 

• Thomas Courbe, Director General for Enterprise, Ministry for the Economy, Finance and 

the Recovery 

• Pierre Delsaux, Director-General, HERA 

• Sandra Gallina, Director-General, DG Health and Food Safety, European Commission 

• Bernard Hamelin, co-founder of Euresis Partners 

• Stella Kyriakides, European Commissioner for Health and Food Safety 

• Carole Manducher, AstraZeneca 

• Sean Marett, Chief Business and Chief Commercial Officer, BioNTech 

• Nathalie Moll, Director General, EFPIA 

• Dolors Montserrat, MEP  

• Franck Mouthon, France Biotech 

• Nadège Nief, CEA 

• Agnès Pannier-Runacher, Minister Delegate for Industry 

• Karl Rotthier, CEO, EUROAPI  

• Sébastien Taillemite, Ecovamed 

• Rafaèle Tordjman, Founder & CEO, Jeito Capital 

• Véronique Trillet-Lenoir, member of European Parliament 

• Olivier Véran, Minister for Solidarity and Health 

• Jacques Volckmann, Sanofi 

 

 



 
 

 
 

  



 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Press contact: medias.europe2022fr@dgtresor.gouv.fr 

E U R O P E 2 0 2 2 . F R  

mailto:medias.europe2022fr@dgtresor.gouv.fr
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