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The African countries face huge challenges in the form of reducing extreme poverty and inequalities amid 

ƎŀƭƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŘŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΧ In particular, young people have a greater need for information, resources 
and experience to fully take up pathways to personal and professional success. The digital economy brings 
hope and future prospects to these young people, who are a decisive asset to their country due to their 
ability to quickly take on board digital tools and uses. 

The digital economy offers considerable opportunities to take up these challenges by reducing transaction, 
coordination, data collection, analysis and dissemination costs, by generating interpersonal connections, 
by reducing, and facilitating innovation. The fast-growing and job-creating digital sector is also a driver for 
greater efficiency in all areas of human activity: in administration and business, in agriculture, trade, urban 
development, health, education, training, the media, the financial sector, energy supply... As a cross-
cutting source of innovation, the digital economy generates new uses everywhere and helps transform 
economic, societal and political models. 

CƭŀƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎǎ ŀǘ ǿƻǊƪΣ CǊŀƴŎŜΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŘŜǇƭƻȅ 
digital networks and the digital economy. 

Doing so demands the coordinated, resolute engagement of public and private development players and 
digital players in France and Africa for this drive to bring together and connect the two worlds to work 
together for sustainable development. 

Such is the ambition of the Development and Digital Action Plan to promote existing tools and achieve its 
eight goals and 80 actions to speed up the digital transition process targeted by the development policy. Its 
three main thrusts are to:  

¶ Support access to an affordable, secure, open, multicultural Internet; 
¶ Scale up digital ecosystems and their business- and job-creation potential; 
¶ Work the digital knock-on effect into development projects and policies.  

 
We have set out to drive forward these actions by gathering together African and French economic and 
political players to answer two key questions. How can digital tools be used to further development? What 
are the needs for solutions and how can they be co-built? We therefore invite you to take part in the Africa 
Meetings on Development and the Digital Economy that we are holding in Paris from 26 to 28 October 
2016. 
 

 

 

Axelle Lemaire, Digital Affairs and Innovation 

Minister 

André Vallini, Development and French-

Speaking Communities Minister 
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26 October: Ambition Digital Africa Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Place: Centre de Conférences tƛŜǊǊŜ aŜƴŘŝǎ CǊŀƴŎŜΣ aƛƴƛǎǘŝǊŜ ŘŜ ƭΩ9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŜ Ŝǘ ŘŜǎ CƛƴŀƴŎŜǎ, 139 rue de 
Bercy, 75012 Paris 

Time: 14:00 - 18:00 

Agenda: Meetings between French and African companies aiming at initiating partnerships between 

entrepreneurs, organizing their networking, launching a reflection on the joint construction of digital 

solutions initiatives 

 

 

 

Participants: 

- French and African business heads and official delegations 

- Digital network employer associations: Algeria, Burkina Faso, Côte d'Ivoire, France, Kenya, Liberia, 

Mali, Morocco, Mauritius, Nigeria, Senegal, South Africa and Tunisia. 

- Companies part of their minister delegation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social event (organized by Linagora) 
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27 October: Opening session and business workshops 

 

Place: Centre de Conférences Pierre Mendes France, Ministère de l'Economie et des Finances, 139 rue de 

Bercy, 75012 Paris  

 

Participants: Official delegations and companies 

 

 
 
 
08:00   Reception and security formalities (identity document required) 
 
08:15   Participants registration and welcome coffee (official delegations and companies) 

 
09:00 - 12:45  Interministerial conference plenary session 
 

09:00 - 09:10 Opening by Axelle Lemaire, Digital Affairs and Innovation Minister 
 
09:00 - 09:45  Speech of three African ministers 

How can digital tools be used to further development? What are the needs for 
solutions and how can they be co-built? 
 

09:45 - 10:45 Discussion with the audience 
 

10:45 - 11:15 Break 
 

11:15 - 12:00 Institutional, digital and development players pitch: AFD, Expertise France, 
Afrobytes, CFI, Jokkolabs, Agence du numérique, West African Economic and 
Monetary Union 

 
12:00 - 12:30 Testimony of development and digital affairs actors 

Laurent Grimaldi (Eutelsat), Pierre Chaume (Nokia Alcatel Lucent), Lionel Zinsou (Co-

Chairmain of Africafrance) 

12:30 - 12:45 Intervention of African start-up representatives 
 

The discussions will be led by Laurent Cagna, Director of institutional relations and relations with French-speaking 
communities, TV5 Monde. 
 

 

12:45 - 14:30   Lunch
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15:00 - 19:00  4 thematic workshops 

Around application and services demonstrations (opportunity to participate in 
two workshops / duration: 1h30 / on external sites) 

 

Workshop 1: Digital infrastructures  

Place: Eutelsat, 70 rue de Balard, 75015 Paris 

Held by: Eutelsat & Nokia Alcatel Lucent 

Participants: Nokia Alcatel Lucent, Orange, Quadrille, Thomson Broadcast, 

Thomson Harmonic 

 

Workshop 2: Governmental services (single session 14:30 - 16:30) 

Place: Centre de Conférences Pierre Mendès France, Salle Bloch Lainé, 139 rue 

de Bercy, 75012 Paris 

Held by:  Safran and Linagora 

Participants: Eutelsat, Orange, Nokia Alcatel Lucent, Sofrecom 

 

Workshop 3: Services dedicated to digital economy  

Place: Orange Gardens, 140 avenue de la République, 92320 Châtillon 

Held by: Orange 

Participants: Eutelsat, Linagora, Safran, Sofrecom 

 

Workshop 4: Digital content and digital French-speaking communities 

Place: Hôtel de l'Industrie, 4 place Saint-Germain-des-Prés, 75006 Paris 

Held by: Cap Digital, Thomson Harmonic 

Participants: Allmade, CFCA, CFI, Educlever, Eutelsat, Institut Mines-Télécom, 

OpenClassrooms, Orange, Qwant 

Topics: digital rights management; audiovisual contents, VoD and streaming; 

Mooc, training for digital and e-learning; indexing of African data 

 

19:30 - 19:40 Intervention of Axelle Lemaire, Digital Affairs and Innovation Minister (Hôtel de 
ƭΩLƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜύ 

 
 
 
 
19:40 - 21:30  Cocktail, presentation of start-up and demonstration of digital services (Hôtel 

de l'Industrie) 
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28 October: Ministerial plenary session 
 

Place: Centre de Conférences Pierre Mendès France, 139 rue de Bercy, 75012 Paris  

Participants: official delegations and companies (afternoon) 

 
09:00 - 09:30   Welcome coffee 

09:30 - 12:30    Closed session for official delegations only 
 
09:30 - 10:00  Report on the previous workshops and meetings between companies 

 
10:00 - 10:15 Proposals for the Bamako Summit of January 2017 (Jean-Michel Debrat, 

General Manager of Africa France) 
 

10:15 - 11:00  Discussion with the audience 
 

11:00 - 11:30  Coffee break 
 
11:30 - 12:00 Presentation of the "Open Government Partnership" Summit - Paris, 7-9 

December 2016 (Pauline Carmona, General Secretary for the Open 
Government Partnership Summit, Ministry of foreign affairs and 
international development) 

 
12:00 - 12:15 Intervention of André Vallini, Development and French-Speaking 

Communities Minister 
 

12:30 - 14:00 Official lunch reserved for the ministers and their guests at the "Hôtel 
des Ministres" 
Lunch at the restaurant "Le Cercle des Directeurs" for the other 
members of the official delegations 

 
14:30 - 16:30   Closing meeting (official delegations and companies) 

14:00 - 14:15 Intervention of Gilles Babinet, Digital Champion for France to the 
European Commission 

 
14:15 - 15:15 Thematic exchanges: testimonies of African ministers on projects or 

achievements in their countries  
(e-gov, cybersecurity, citizen services, e-health, e-learning, e-money, 
Fintech and trade, digital content, e-business, e-agriculture, environment) 
 

15:15 - 15:30 Testimony: Bruno Mettling, Deputy General Manager of Orange Group, 
Africa and Middle East area 

 
15:30 - 16:15  Discussion with the audience 
 
16:15 - 16:30  Closing speech by Axelle Lemaire, Digital Affairs and Innovation Minister 
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Places 
Ministère de l'Economie et des Finances 

Centre de conférences Pierre Mendès France 

139 rue de Bercy, 75012 Paris 

Public transport: Bercy (Metro lines 6 and 14), Ministère de l'Economie et des Finances (Bus 24 and 87) 

 

 
 

 

Eutelsat SA 

70 rue Balard, 75015 Paris 

Public transport: Lourmel (metro line 8), Saint-Charles Balard (Bus 12), Parc André Citroën (Bus 88) 

 

 


